Slovak Medical Association, Bratislava, Cukrová 3, 813 22

THE STATUTE

of awarding the honours and prizes of the Slovak Medical Association and its professional societies, physicians’ and pharmacists’ guilds (OU of SkMA)

Slovak Medical Association:

(thereinafter referred to as “SkMA”) 

a) shall support 

increase of a professional level and development of scientific and professional work of its members;

b) shall appreciate

· generally recognised excellent results of long-term professional activities and publishing and lecture activities in medical and pharmaceutical scientific branches,

· merit of building and development of the Slovak medical Association, its professional societies and guilds 

by awarding the prizes and honours. 

Hierarchy of the prizes and honours shall be, according to their values, the following: 

I. Honours:

1. Honorary membership of the Slovak Medical Association;

2. Honorary membership of Presidium of the Slovak Medical Association,

3. Honorary membership of the professional society of SkMA;

4. Honorary membership of the committees of the professional society, section of the professional society , physicians’ guilds or pharmacists’ guilds (SkMA);

5. The medal of establishment of the Spoločnosť lékařsko-slowanská (Slavic and Medical Association) in Pest;

6. The medals of Slovak Medical Association:

· gold,

· silver

· bronze.

7. The medals of Organisational Units of the Slovak Medical association

8. Honorary plaque of T. R. Niederland. 

II. Prizes

1. Prizes awarded by Presidium of the Slovak Medical Association:

· Tr. R Niederland honorary prize 

· Derer Prize,

· Reimann Prize,

· Jessenius Prize, 

· Kostlivý Prize,

· Guoth Prize,

· Korec Prize,

· Outstanding Medical Event of the Year,

· For nurses, midwives and other health care workers. 

2. Prizes awarded by the Organisational Units of the Slovak medical Association:

· prize of a professional society,

· prize of the physicians’ guild and pharmacists’ guilds, 

· prizes of the sections for other health care workers.

The prizes shall be awarded for the best lecture or publication.

I. Honours:

1. Honorary Membership of the Slovak Medical Association shall be awarded by Presidium of SkMA to the members of SkMA, legal or physical persons for the organisational and professional activities and for merit to build SkMA, its professional societies and guild with a special view to the achieved results at the scientific and professional work as well as in non-institutional education.

It is usually awarded on the occasion of a life jubilee above 60 years, after having achieved preceding honours or at an important scientific event or another jubilee event. 

The proposals to award it shall be submitted by Presidium of SkMA or committees of the Organisational Units of SkMA. 

Honorary membership in the Slovak Medical Association shall be made in one copy in the Latin language and signed by president of SkMA and scientific secretary of SkMA. It is an honour without claim to a financial reward. 

2. Honorary membership of Presidium of the Slovak Medical Association shall be awarded by Presidium of SkMA mainly to the members of SkMA for important activities and merit in favour of SkMA for a concrete term of the office of Presidium, which can prolong it repeatedly. 

3. Honorary membership of the professional society of SkMA shall be awarded by Presidium of SkMA upon proposal of the committee of a professional society:

· to members of SkMA for outstanding merit in development of the professional society, particularly its professional acting in organising of the professional scientific events, and 

· other physical and legal persons for a long-term contribution to development of the branch and mutual partner contacts. 

Honorary membership of the professional society shall be made in one copy in the Latin language and signed by president of SkMA, scientific secretary of SkMA and president of a respective professional society.

Honorary membership of the professional society is an honour without any claim to financial reward. 

4. Honorary membership of the committees of the professional society, section of the professional society, physicians’ guilds or pharmacists’ guilds (SkMA) shall be awarded by the committees of respective Organisational Units to physical persons, mainly the members of SkMA for important activities and merit in favour of a respective Organisational Unit of SkMA for a concrete term of the office.

5. The medal of establishment of the Spoločnosť lékařsko-slowanská (Slavic and Medical Association) in Pest shall be awarded by Presidium of SkMA to the members of SkMA, legal or physical persons for long-term work in the committee of an organisational unit of SkMA, merit in development of medical and pharmaceutical sciences and cooperation with domestic and foreign partner organisations. The medal is in bronze colour. On the front side there is the date 5hoLEDNA 1833 (5 January) and the text on circumference: MEJMEŽ LÁSKU A NÁKLONNOST K NAŠIM LÉKAŘSKÝM VĚDÁM A NÁUKÁM, ČEŇMEŽ NÁRODNOST A JAZYK NÁŠ J.B.GUOTH (Let’s have love and affection for our medical science and doctrines, for our nationality and language.). The medal shall be awarded together with diploma made in one copy and signed by president of SkMA and scientific secretary of SkMA. It shall be awarded without claim to a financial reward. 

6. The SkMA medals:

The SkMA medals are awarded by Presidium of SkMA on the base of the own proposal or a proposal of professional society or guilds to their members, legal and physical persons for the long-term activities in the committee, professional and scientific contribution in the process of non-institutional education and merit in building and development of the contacts with partner organisations at home and abroad, at life jubilees, important working anniversaries, jubilee and other professional events. 

1) Gold medal is the first degree award and shall be awarded usually at the life jubilee above 60 years.

2) Silver medal is the second degree award and shall be awarded usually at the life jubilee of 60 years.

3) Bronze medal is the third degree award and shall be awarded usually at the life jubilee above 50 years.

The SkMA medals (gold, silver, bronze) are made on the base of a design of academic sculptress Ľ. Cvengrošová.  

On the front side, there is a figure of the Greek founder of medicine Hippocrates with the open book in a right hand, with a stick similar to crutch in a left hand, around which a snake is wound. Around the figure, there is the name “HIPPOCRATES”. On the back side of the medal, there is a vertical laurel twig crossed at the lower half with the epigraph “PROPTER MERITA” and with a name of the awarding institution “SOCIETAS MEDICORUM SLOVACIAE” around the twig and epigraph.

The SkMA medals shall be awarded together with a diploma made in one copy in the Slovak language and signed by president of SkMA and scientific secretary of SkMA. No financial reward belongs to it.

7. Medals of the Organisational Units of SkMA 

Organisational Units of SkMA can award, on the base of a decision of the OU committee, their own medals to its members or other physical and legal persons. 

8. T. R. Niederland Honorary Plaque shall be awarded by Presidium of SkMA to legal and physical persons that significantly benefited to the Slovak Medical Association. The plaque id usually awarded at the life jubilee above 60 years.

II. Prizes 


Prizes of Presidium of SkMA 

1. Academic T. R. Niederland honorary prize is awarded by Presidium of SkMA as a highest prize to top specialist for the long-time significant scientific and professional activities in the sphere of medicine and pharmacy that achieved general recognition. 

A proposal to award it shall be to Presidium of SkMA submitted by the commission on the base of competition announced by Presidium of SkMA according to separately approved criteria.

The prize is usually handed over at the SkMA congress. It is connected with a diploma and eventually with a lecture of laureate. The prize amounts to 20,000,- SK. Diploma shall be made in one copy in the Latin language and signed by President of SkMA and scientific secretary of SkMA. The prize can be awarded only to on candidate annually. 

2. Kostlivý prize is usually awarded for work at surgical branches on the occasion of Kostlivý’s day in December each year and is paid from financial resources of the Slovak Medical Association. 

3. Derer prize is awarded for work in the sphere of internal medicine on the occasion of Derer’s Memorial in March each year and is paid from financial resources of the Slovak Medical Association. 

4. Jessenius prize is awarded usually for work in the sphere of theoretical branches on the occasion specified by the Organisational Unit submitting a proposal. The prize is paid from the financial resources of SkMA and respective organisational unit the candidate of which is chosen, in an equal share. 

5. Reiman prize is usually awarded for work in the sphere of preventive medicine and is handed over on the occasion of Reiman’s Days, usually in October each year. The prize is paid from financial resources of SkMA and a respective organisational unit the candidate of which is chosen, in an equal share. 

6. Guoth prize is determined for the young members of SkMA who haven’t exceeded 35 years in the year of publishing of a competition work. Thematically, it can belong to any scientific medical sphere. The prize is usually handed over at the SkMA Congress. It shall be paid from financial resources of SkMA and a respective organisational unit the candidate of which is chosen, in an equal share.

7. Korec prize is awarded for work having a contribution in the sphere of diagnosis and therapy of diabetes mellitus on the occasion specified by the organisational unit submitting a proposal. The prize shall be paid from financial resources of SkMA and a respective organisational unit the candidate of which is chosen, in an equal share.

8. The prize for nurses, midwives and other health care workers is awarded for published works outstanding for their professional quality. The prize shall be paid from financial resources of SkMA and a respective organisational unit the candidate of which is chosen, in an equal share.

The prizes of Presidium of SkMA are awarded to the members of SkMA for monographs or collection of works submitted to the competition and published in a preceding calendar year. 

The competition is announced by Presidium of SkMA that shall inform the committees of professional societies, guild of physicians or pharmacists about the conditions of competition and deadlines to submit the proposals. The prizes of presidium shall be approved by Presidium of SkMA on the base of proposals of the committees of respective professional societies or guilds or eventually upon the own proposal. They are connected with award of a diploma. 

9. Outstanding Medical Event of the Year

The prize shall be awarded by Presidium of SkMA to the members of SkMA (individuals or teams) for creative specialist work with the effect in a preceding year. A proposal to award the prize shall be filed by an individual or team of health care workers, committee of a professional society – organisational unit of SkMA or a leader (management) of a workplace or the citizens to whom a concrete act has brought a significant benefit. The proposal to award a prize shall contain: 

· definition of an act,

· names and surnames of people accomplishing (authors of) a significant act (work),

· place of the act (workplace, seat or professional society, organisational unit of SkMA),

· characteristics and detailed description of the act (work),

· benefit of the significant act. 

Award of the prize shall be decided by Presidium of SkMA. The reward is in the amount of 10,000,- SKK for individuals and 15,000,- SKK for teams. 

Prizes of the organisational units of SkMA 

Committees of the organisational units of SkMA announce the competition for:

· the prize of a professional society for the last year or

· the prize of a physician’s guild (pharmacist’s guild) for the last year, observing their own statutes.

· Oľga Ďuržová prize is a honorary prize of the Slovak Society of Nurses and Midwives.

The prize of a professional society is awarded usually for the best professional publication issued by a member (team) in the past year. 

Prize of a physician’s guild, pharmacist’s guild or a guild of intermediate health care workers is awarded usually for the best specialist lecture delivered by a member (team) on the floor of the guild in the past year. 

Oľga Ďuržová prize is awarded on the occasion of International Nurses’ Day for the support and development of the Slovak Society of Nurses and Midwives. It is the highest honour and awarding shall be decided by the committee of Slovak Society of Nurses and Midwives. 

Prizes of the organisational units of SkMA can have three degrees decided by a respective committee. They shall be handed over together with a diploma. 

Committees of the organisational units of SkMA shall be obliged to inform the membership about the competition conditions and deadlines to submit the proposals and with the amount rewarded for all three degrees.

General provisions

1. The works are parts of a proposal to award the prizes of Presidium of SkMA and shall be submitted in one copy. 

2. Registration of the awarded prizes and honours of Presidium of SkMA, making of diplomas and paying out of the rewards shall be secured by the Secretariat of SkMA. 

3. The organisational units of SkMA shall be obliged to submit to the secretariat of SkMA: 

· the own statute of honours and prizes and its update,

· proposals for prizes and honours,

· documents (including a duplicate of work) on award of the prizes and honours to register them by SkMA. 

This Statute was approved by the Extraordinary Correspondence Meeting of SkMA on 6 November 2006. 

The Statute shall come into force on 1 January 2007. 

Prof. MUDr. Peter Krištúfek, CSc.

                                                                                                      President

Bratislava, 2006 



