Slovak Medical Association, Bratislava, Cukrová 3, 813 22

Election Order

§1

Sphere of activity 

(1) Election Order of the Slovak Medical Association (thereinafter referred to as „SkMA“) is based on respective provisions of the Statutes of SkMA (thereinafter referred to as “Statutes”).

(2) Election Order of SkMA (thereinafter referred to as “Election Order”) shall regulate the elections to the bodies, working bodies and functions of SkMA including its Organisational units. 

§ 2

Elected bodies and functions

(1) Membership Meeting of the Organisational unit (Article XI par. 3 of the Statutes) shall elect the following bodies: 

· Committee of the Organisational Unit consisting minimum of five members and two substitute members (Article XII of the Statutes);

· Committee of Sections and substitute members of the sections of Organisational Units;

· Supervisory Board consisting minimum of three members (Article XIII of the Statutes).

(2) Meeting of Delegates of the SkMA (Article IX of the Statutes) shall elect the following bodies:

· Presidium consisting of 15 members and 2 substitute members (Article IX par. 8 of the Statutes);

· Supervisory Board consisting of 3 members and 2 substitute members (Article IX par. 10 of the Statutes).

(3) Membership Meeting of the Organisational Unit and Meeting of Delegates of SkMA shall elect the following working bodies: 

· working presidium (Chairmanship) consisting of 7 or more members,

· election commission consisting of 3 or more members if elections are in the programme,

· mandate commission consisting of 3 or more members,

· further working bodies at their discretion. 

(4) Members of Presidium of SkMA shall elect the president, vice president, scientific secretary and / or further officials from among themselves.

(5) Members of the Committee of Organisational Unit shall elect the president (chairperson), vice president (vice chairperson), scientific secretary and / or further officials from among themselves.

(6) Members of the Supervisory Board of SkMA and members of the supervisory Board of Organisational Unit shall elect a chairperson from among themselves. 

(7) Members of the Committee of Sections shall elect the chairperson and scientific secretary from among themselves. 

§ 3

Limitation to perform a function

(1) Duration of an election period in the bodies and functions of SkMA and their Organisational Units shall be maximum 4 (four) years.

(2) Members of Supervisory Board of SkMA may not be simultaneously the members of other bodies, members of Supervisory Board may not be simultaneously members of other bodies within the same Organisational Unit. 

§ 4

Right to vote

(1) Delegates of the Meeting of Delegates of SkMA shall have a right to elect the bodies of SkMA.

(2) Regular members shall have a right to elect the bodies of Organisational Units of SkMA. 

§ 5

Way of voting and its validity

(1) Elections to the bodies of SkMA and Organisational Units shall be held by means of secret ballot or public voting. The way of elections shall be decided by qualified voters.

(2) Elections are valid if they are organised according to effective provisions of the Standing Order. 

§ 6

Preparation of elections

(1) Individuals or groups from among regular members of SkMA can organise the election campaign.

(2) The election campaign must comply with generally binding legal regulations, the sense of publicly adopted ethic standards and demands on democratic and free course of elections.

(3) Election campaign can begin 3 months before elections at the soonest and must finish 1 month before start of an election act. 

(4) Committee of the Organisational Unit of SkMA or Presidium of SkMA shall ensure all conditions for elections to be successful. It shall specify numbers of elected members of bodies where they aren’t fixed. 

§ 7

Election commission

(1) Elections shall be conducted and organised by the election commission, which shall be reliable for their due course and shall solve possible complaints.

(2) Members of the election commission shall be elected individually. 

(3) Decision of the election committee shall be valid if an absolute majority of its members express their approvals. 

§ 8

Way of elections to the bodies, and their course

(1) Elections to the bodies may be organised in one-round or two-round way.

(2) The voters shall decide on whether the elections will be one-round or two-round before their beginning. A recommended procedure is in Appendix 1 of this Order. A model of correspondence elections is in Appendix 2 and a pattern of a voting paper is in Appendix 3. 

(3) Results of the elections must be publicly announced by the election commission immediately after finding out of the results. 

(4) The election commission shall make a record of the course and results of the elections, which shall be signed by all its members. The reasons of eventual refusal to sign the record shall be stated in the record. The record shall be approved as a resolution from negotiation. 

§ 9

Way of the elections to the working bodies, and their course

Provision of this rule shall be generally valid for the way and procedure of elections to the sections of Organisational units. The concrete way shall be decided by respective committees of the sections of Organisational Units in the manner securing freedom and democracy of the elections. 

§ 10

Correspondence elections

(1) Elections to the bodies may be organised by a correspondence way.

(2) The bodies, in accordance with Article IX par. 8 (Presidium) and Article XII par. 7 letter o) (Committee), shall decide on the correspondence way of elections.

(3)  The correspondence way of elections shall be held exclusively by secret ballot. 

(4) Committee shall elect the election commission in accordance with § 7 of this Order. 

(5) To prepare the correspondence elections, § 6 of this Order shall be observed. 

(6) Committee shall compile a slate and ensure elaboration of the voting papers that must be provably dispatched (by registered mail, personally against signature) to all qualified voters together with written information about elections. The lists of members shall be dispatched together with voting papers or can be placed on a web site of SkMA or of a respective professional society (section). The way to publish the lists of members must be stated in the information about elections.

(7) Officials were elected if they received a majority of handed in votes. 

(8) Correspondence elections shall be valid also in the case when less than a half of members take part, under the condition that the voting papers were provably dispatched to all members. 

(9) Other provisions of the Election Order shall be used for a correspondence way of elections adequately. 

§ 11

Coming into force

(1) The Election Order of SkMA approved by the Meting of Delegates of SkMA in 2002 shall be cancelled.

(2) This Election Order shall come into force on 1 January 2007.

(3) This Election Order has been approved at the Extraordinary Meeting of Delegates of SkMA on 6 November 2006.  

Bratislava, 2006 

Prof. MUDr. Peter Krištúfek, CSc.

                   President of SkMA

Appendix 1

to the Election Order of the Slovak Medical Association

Recommended procedure for one-round and two-round way of elections

(1) Specified member of Election Commission (EC) shall launch the elections, inform qualified voters about a proposal of their run and let them vote about a character of the election act. 

(2) Members of Election Commission shall distribute the voting papers to qualified voters. Number of the distributed voting papers shall be recorded. 

(3) Voting papers must be marked with a symbol (stamp of a respective professional society, guild or section and the stamp of SkMA) but not numbered so that they cannot be exchanged, and they must contain the sections with names of the bodies being elected. If the elections are two-round, the voting papers must be different for the first and second rounds (clearly marked, which round it is). 

(4) The authorised member of the Election Commission shall inform the qualified voters about the number of names that can be written in into the individual sections maximum. The number may not exceed a maximum limit determined for a body where a maximum number of its members has been decided.

(5) Qualified voters shall personally write in, legibly and in block letters, to the individual sections the names and surnames of members to be elected to a respective body. Number of written in names may not exceed a determined limit. Qualified voters must write in to the individual sections the names of various members. 

(6) Qualified voters shall personally put the filled in voting papers into the sealed (locked) ballot box. Members of the Election Commission shall elected first, the other voters after them, without any order. 

(7) The Election Commission shall in presence of its members unlock the ballot box, count the handed in voting papers and divide them into valid and invalid. 

(8) The invalid voting papers are those that aren’t on prescribed forms. The votes of voters shall be invalid if the name of candidate is illegible, it the name of candidate is stated in more sections or if more candidates are proposed as the limit allows. In doubtful cases, the Election Commission shall decide by voting whether the voting papers and votes are valid. 

(9) Election Commission shall draw up an order of names of all candidates into the individual bodies according to the number of handed in votes.

(10) If the elections are one-round, the candidates having received the highest number of votes shall be elected to the respective bodies. 

(11) In case of a two-round elections, the Election Commission shall set the advancement of candidates to the second round in the manner that the candidates with the highest number of votes with the quantity of double of a limit set for the individual bodies shall proceed to the second round of elections. Such a limit may be extended in the case of equality of votes on the last places. An appointed member of the Commission shall publicly announce those candidates. Then the whole procedure shall be repeated in the way set for the one-round way of elections with use of voting papers for the second round. 

(12) An appointed member of the Election Commission shall announce the names of elected members to the bodies and of the officials. Each of elected candidates (with the two-round elections from the candidates proceeding to the second round) must express consent with the election. If the member who has been elected or proceeding member aren’t present, there must be their written consent available, otherwise another candidate, in an order having the highest number of votes, shall proceed onto their place.

(13) If an elected member or candidate gains a number of votes necessary to be elected or proceed to more bodies, they shall notify, which election they prefer. The candidate shall be then integrated into that body or to the slate they prefer. Another candidate with the highest number of votes in the order shall then proceed to a free place. 

(14) Appointed member of the Election Commission shall announce a final composition of elected bodies, inform the participants of negotiation about the number of present qualified voters and announce validity of the elections. He / she shall also state the order of other members according to number of handed in votes. If some of the members of bodies cease to perform their functions, a substitute member shall be co-opted to the body. Those candidates who have won further places beyond the limit set for the number of members in the bodies shall be elected as substitute members if they agree. 

(15) The appointed member of Election Commission shall ask the elected members to participate at the first meeting. He / she shall also conduct its first meeting.

(16) Members of the bodies shall elect the president (chairperson), vice president (vice chairperson), scientific secretary and / or further officials from among themselves. 

(17) Election Commission shall elaborate a record of the course and results of the elections and all members of the Commission shall sign it. The reasons to refuse to sign it shall be recorded. There shall be stated in the record: launch and end of the elections, total number of participants in the elections registered in the list of participants, the overall number of participants who have elected, number of handed in valid and invalid voting papers, number of votes handed in for each of candidates.

(18) The appointed member of Election Commission shall notify the participants of negotiation with the record. The record shall be approved within a resolution from the negotiations. 

(19) Members of the Election Commission shall hand in the record and other documents connected with elections to a newly elected body. The appointed member of a newly elected body shall deliver two copies of the record to the Secretariat of SkMA (for a membership registry and archive.)

The slate shall contain: 

· the non-shortened  name of the Organisational Unit;

· list of candidates containing the name, surname, academic degree (city, town);

· the order expressed by Arabic numeral with all candidates. 

The appendix of slate shall comprise the authentically signed declarations of all candidates listed in it that they agree with their candidacy. Only that member of SkMA can be stated as a candidate who has settled all membership contributions (except of honorary members of SkMA). 



